Results of routine perimetric testing of the left and right hemifields in normal subjects have been assumed to be symmetric although asymmetry due to hemispheric dominance has been established for other psychophysical tests.
Routine kinetic and static visual field tests have not been known to reveal left right asymmetries, and the left and the right hemivisual fields in normal persons have generally been assumed to be symmetrical. However, asymmetries have been established for cognitive tests involving the visual fields. These include visual reaction time,' 2 memory for colours,3 and perception of lightness4 as well as neurophysiological events such as visual evoked potentials. 5 In general, studies reveal a right visual field superiority for verbal tasks and a left field superiority for nonverbal tasks.6 Some papers have related these asymmetries to sex 
Pattern deviation Figure 2 presents scatter plots of the results of individual subjects showing the difference between the left and right hemifields as a function of total retinal sensitivity. As can be seen, most of the female data points (Fig 2A) are negative, indicating the significant decrease in retinal sensitivity found in the left hemifield of females. Figure 2A shows that not all females in the present study had decreased retinal sensitivity in the left hemifield; of the 23 females included in the final sample, six (26%) did not. For males (Fig 2B) , the results are more evenly distributed. Out of the 16 males, six (37%) had a decrease in the left hemifield while 10 (63%) had a relative decrease in the right hemifield with no significant overall difference between hemifields. has confirmed other findings demonstrating larger hemifield superiority for verbal tasks and left field advantage for non-verbal tasks. It is only in the past 30 years'5'6 that the issue of possible sex related differences has emerged in the literature. This has involved not only functional but also anatomical asymmetries. 7 8 Most studies showing sex related asymmetric results demonstrate more asymmetry for males. 1619 However, some studies do show more asymmetry for females. These studies are generally concerned with motor rather than cognitive aspects of behaviour; in particular, a sex difference has been found in studies of handedness20 and of manual skills.2' 22 These studies indicate that asymmetry for hand preference and hand skills (more women being strongly right handed and more skilled with their right hand) appear greater among females than among males. The findings of the present study showing a right hemifield superiority for women go in the same direction.
In interpreting our results, one might consider the question of whether the hand in which the subject holds the button could affect visual field test results. The present study did not address this question. Since the button was located on the right side of the apparatus, our subjects (all of whom were right handed) invariably held the button in their right hand.
Precision of the present study was not considered to be changed by including the blind Sex differences in the left and right hemifields ofnormal subjects with computerised staticperimetry spot. There were minor decibel differences between right and left blind spot values that appear equally distributed between the two eyes.
Eye dominance does not apparently affect retinal sensitivity for either sex as shown in Table  2 
